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Water quality under the microscope
UJ and JW form an alliance
The University of Johannesburg (UJ) and Johannesburg Water (JW) have entered into an agreement that will assist the utility to benchmark its performance and ensuring the optimal utilization and management of health related water quality, and for the university to further develop research-based approaches to long-term strategic planning linked to economic, social and other areas of development. 

This partnership is expected to become a catalyst for extensive cooperation between UJ and the water utility in various disciplines of science, engineering and technology.  This is in keeping with similar successful knowledge-intensive initiatives implemented around the word.

The collaboration will explore and develop new knowledge and technology specifically in nanotechnologies, a new generation of technology that holds great promise for improved treatment technologies, water quality assessment and for other environment applications. 

“The research will focus on the use nanotechnology for drinking water treatment and it will further explore innovative ways of wastewater treatment and water quality assessment.  This will inevitably extend to using nanomaterials developed in our laboratories as sensor for various types of pollutants that may be present in water” says Bhekie Mamba, associate professor at the Department Of Chemical Technology at the UJ. 

“We believe that the key to the successful development of new and novel technologies lies in forging science and technology partnerships and the collective will to increase a skilled workforce to enhance competitiveness in the future. Such partnerships are particularly critical if we want to improve business efficiencies, reduce the cost of service delivery and become more responsive to the needs of our customers” says Gerald Dumas, Managing Director JW.  
The alliance will also sees UJ providing workplace-learning opportunities to JW workers/students and outlines other meaningful interventions that address the shortage of Scientists, especially in this service industry. Since JW has an accredited Water laboratory with excellent state of the art equipment, this presents an opportunity for the training of the Scientists towards obtaining MSc degrees at the UJ.
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This partnership will thus provide a meaningful learning experience to prospective students at JW. It will contribute significantly to JW’s efforts to produce a skilled workforce that is required to support its mission of “providing all the residents of Johannesburg with access to quality water and sanitation services”. “It is encouraging to see JW and UJ forge partnerships that contribute to the development of the industry they operates in as this will translate our technological advances into socio-economic gains for the residents of the city”.
ends

Note to the editor/ journalist/ producer: 

News coverage of the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the University of Johannesburg and Johannesburg Water on Friday, 16 January at the Johannesburg Water Head Office, 17 Harrison Street, Marshalltown, Johannesburg, will be highly appreciated. The signing is scheduled to start at 11:00. 

You are thus hereby cordially invited to attend the MoU. Kindly note that advance notification of your attendance is necessary in order to tend to seating and parking arrangements. 

For more information and RSVPs, please contact Herman Esterhuizen (contact details below)

Mr Herman Esterhuizen
Media Coordinator
Division of Institutional Advancement
Tel +27 11 559 6653
Fax +27 11 559 6666 
Cell 072 129 0777
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