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Media Release

For Immediate Release 

Date: 10 October 2007

BOY FOUND IN DISUSED SEWER STATION 
Johannesburg Water, a Municipal-Owned Entity (MOE) of the City of Johannesburg, has confirmed that a body of a five year old boy was found in a disused Zandspruit sewer pump station with an open steel pump cover in the north of the city. The steel cover was apparently stolen by scrap collectors. 
Member of the Mayoral Committee responsible for infrastructure, Ros Greeff, presently out of the country on Council work, has assigned Johannesburg Water to deliver her condolences on behalf of the City Council to the family and relatives of the deceased.
Councillor Greeff said this incident was unfortunate and a reminder of the consistent City’s appeal to the community about the dangers of open manholes. In the past, the City promoted safety campaigns urging the community to report open holes and identity those responsible of striping steal covers for selling to metal scrap business.  
The sewer pump used to be operated by the defunct Northern Metropolitan Local Council and was decommissioned about ten years ago. At the time of decommissioning, the sump was fitted with lockable lids. It appears that over a period of time, the lids were removed and possibly sold to the scrap business. The pump station used to service Zandspruit when the settlement started but was decommissioned when an out fall sewer line was commissioned.

City officials are currently investigating whether this facility is still listed as the Johannesburg Water asset and the outcome will be recorded in an internal report. Officials and a local councilor conducted a thorough search and finally found the family of the young person. (A: the local Cllr only managed to trace the family on Thursday, 04 October after the incident was reported to her on Wednesday and as Johannesburg Water we shall be visiting the family in the next two days with the Cllr to deliver our condolences)
The matter has been reported to the police who have launched an investigation into the circumstances surrounding the incident. A team consisting of engineers from Johannesburg Water is also currently investigating the cause of the tragedy. Findings from Johannesburg Water team are expected to be completed in a week.

The City wishes to appeal to residents once more to continue reporting missing or stolen covers to Joburg Connect on 011 375 5555 or Johannesburg Water’s call centre number on 011 688 1500. There is also a toll free Tip-Off Anonymous service line on 0800 15000 where residents can report on information on the theft of covers. This service is completely confidential and will assist Johannesburg Water and South African Police Service in tracking down and arresting culprits.
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